The Nuremberg Chronicle is a history
of the world compiled by Dr. Hartmann
SchedeL It was elaborately illustrated with
woodcuts executed by two of the partners
in the venture, Michael Wohlgemuth and
his step-son, Wilhelm Pleydendorff, The
best count of these illustrations gives 1809
impressions from 645 different blocks. The
important cities were represented by care-
fully drawn pictures occupying one or two
full pages, and each showing all the char-
acteristic local aspects. For lesser places
there were 22 cuts which served to repre-
sent 69 different towns. Three cuts of a
monastery did for 23; 2 views of a Papal
Synod in session, for 22; 44 portraits of a
King, and 28 of a Pope, for 270 and
326 individuals respectively.

The record of fifteenth-century
printing in Germany is explained by
the economic transformation of the
Rhine Valley, Increasing numbers of
people in the towns worked longer
hours at their industries, and bought
their food instead of raising it. The
amount of money in circulation be-
came laiger, and almost everybody
had more of it than previously. People
took more holidays and they bought
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